
Not every buyer wants
a sprawling estate home.

For some, a hassle-free
cottage or bungalow

is just the thing.

BY JAMES Y. BARTLETT
PREMIER PROPERTIES 2004

LET'S SAY YOU HAPPEN TO OWN A SECOND HOME—
a beautiful and expansive residence, a shining monument
to hard work and perseverance. You've been enjoying it for
the past month and now you're preparing to pack up and
head back to your primary residence when you catch a
glimpse of fairway through a back window. You had hoped
for one final round before leaving, but there are other pri-
orities: securing two dozen doors and windows, closing all
the shades, reprogramming your five-zone climate-control
system, turning off the water, replacing hand towels in the
six bathrooms and locating the missing cat—who could
be anywhere in your 10,000 square feet of carefully tend-
ed interior space.

Maintenance chores are never foremost in one's vaca-
tion-home dreams, which may be one reason why savvy
golf-community developers these days are offering an al-
ternative: downsized homes that are easy to live in, easy
to care for and easy to "lock and leave." They go by many
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While the natural surroundings (top) are vast, the

homes (above) are decidedly intimate at Southern

California's aptly named Hideaway. Previous page:

Averaging some 2,500 square feet, casitas at Super-

stition Mountain's First Water Village are the com-

munity's only golf-adjacent or lakefront residences.

different names—cottages, cabins, lodges, bungalows—but
the concept is the same: less space for easier living.

"The buyer's perception is that 'small' equates to 'easy to
maintain,'" says Taber Anderson of the Anderson Compa-
ny, developer of such successful communities as Desert
Mountain, Las Campanas and Superstition Mountain.
"Buyers believe they can come and go as they please, with-
out fuss, in a smaller home."

Understand, the homes in question—such as the villas
in Superstition Mountain's Golden Eagle village or the
Southwestern-style casitas in its First Water neighbor-
hood—-are neither small (up to 3,000 square feet of living
space) nor inexpensive, with prices starting around
$500,000. But neither are they mega-mansions with cav-
ernous dens and living rooms, game rooms, multi-car
garages and a half-dozen bedrooms and baths. Some buy-
ers, especially those who are into their retirement years,
appreciate a smaller home's easier upkeep and lower cost
to furnish and operate.

"It's a delicate balance to downsize by cutting out some
rooms and still give the buyer in this price range the space
and comfort they're used to," Anderson says. "It's hard to
have a 20-by-40 master suite and a dining room that can
seat 16 in a 2,000-square-foot home."

Steve Adelson, an executive with Discovery Land Com-
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